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DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER WEEKEND: 

February 27 and 28, 2010 
HUMANITY AT THE CROSSROADS 
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SATURDAY. FEBRUARY 27TH  
9:30 AM – 4:00 PM 

WESTDALE UNITED CHURCH 
99 NORTH OVAL, HAMILTON, ONTARIO 

(Sponsored by Hamilton Conference) 
 

YOU ARE INVITED 
to a day of Presentation and Conversation on 

LIVING INTO INTERCULTURALISM:  
A Candid Conversation with Bill Phipps and Friends 

 

Presenters: 
 Bill Phipps – Past Moderator 
 Michael Blair and Adele Halliday –  United Church General Council staff 
 Barry Pridham – United Church minister 

 
In the morning: Panel Presentation and Conversation 

 Hear the panel of our speakers address their understanding of what it means to live 
into interculturalism; 

 Listen in on questions and comments as the panel members converse among 
themselves; 

 Ask your questions and share your comments as you learn together through dialogue 
 
In the afternoon – Three Presentations 

 Through the Eyes of Another: Intercultural Reading of the Bible – Michael Blair and Adele 
Halliday 

 Soul of the City; An Understanding of City – Bill Phipps 
 First Steps to Being an Intercultural Congregation – Barry Pridham 

 
Cost: $15 to cover the cost of snacks, lunch and materials 
(No charge for students) 
 
Please register by Wednesday, February 17th to Elenore Le Grand: 
elegrand@hamconf.org or 905-659-3343 Ext. 224. 
 
Biographical information on the reverse side 

SUNDAY. FEBRUARY 28TH  
Theme: CAUSE FOR HOPE 

 

10:30 am  Morning worship – Bill Phipps preaching 
    Guest Musicians: McMaster Gospel Choir 
 

12 noon  Lunch with Bill Phipps – informal Q&A (No charge) 
 

7:00 pm  Lecture: The Very Reverend Bill Phipps 
   “Risky Discipleship in Disturbing Times” 

(No charge) 



 
 
 

Bill served as Moderator of the United Church of Canada from 1997-2000, and as 
an international president of Religions for Peace 1998-2007. He retired as 
minister of Scarboro United Church in Calgary in 2007. His many involvements 
include: 

• He is co-founder and chair of Faith and the Common Good, a national interfaith network 
that seeks to bring peoples together to work for and heal the sacred Earth 

• The Peace Consortium at the University of Calgary 
• The Parkland Institute 
• The Canadian Friends of Neve Shalom/Wahat al Salaam 
• Raffi’s Child Honouring Advisory Council 
• Right Relations of the United Church of Canada (concerning relations with First Nations) 
• The Justice, Global and Ecumenical Relations of The United Church of Canada  

Bill is the author of Cause for Hope: Humanity at the Crossroads, published in 2007 by Wood Lake 
Books, Kelowna, BC. Occasionally he writes for periodicals and newspapers. 

Bill has enjoyed previous careers as a lawyer, community organizer, hospital chaplain and adult 
educator. He has an abiding involvement in social justice work, particularly relating to the health 
and safety of Earth, interfaith partners and First Nations. He has academic degrees from the 
University of Toronto, Osgoode Hall Law School and McCormick 
Theological Seminary in Chicago. 

He has been honoured with Honourary Doctorates from St. 
Stephen’s Theological College in Edmonton and from Victoria 
University at the University of Toronto. In 1992 he was awarded 
the Canada 125 Medal, and in 2005 he received the Alberta 
Centennial Medal. 

Bill loves paddling, walking and reading. He can be regularly 
found in Yellowknife, NWT, the Rocky Mountains, Toronto and 
Haliburton, Ontario. He is an unrepentant Toronto Blue Jays 
Baseball fan. 

Bill is the grandfather of Michael, Kate and Tristan. 
He is married to author Carolyn Pogue 
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MICHAEL BLAIR 
Michael serves as Executive Minister of the Intercultural & Diverse Communities 
in Ministry Unit of The United Church of Canada. He is the former director of the 
Toronto Christian Resource Centre (CRC), which is a ministry of the Toronto 
South Presbytery serving the homeless and marginalized housed in Toronto’s 
eastern downtown area.. He has been speaking and preaching extensively about 
intercultural ministries, and offers prophetic wisdom and keen insights in 
becoming an intercultural church. 
 
 
 
 
ADELE HALLIDAY 
Adele is the Program Coordinator for Intercultural Engagement & Education in the 
Intercultural & Diverse Communities in Ministries Unit of The United Church of 
Canada. An educator, Adele has taught students and developed curricula in the 
greater Toronto area, in Kenya, and in Belize.  She recently completed a Master 
of Education in Comparative, International, and Development Education, and with 
a focus on anti-racist education, equity, and social justice. She is passionate 
about the intercultural church, has offered leadership for many workshops, 
plenaries, and conferences in the area of intercultural ministries.  
 
 
 
 
 

BARRY PRIDHAM  
Barry Pridham is minister at Sydenham United Church, Brantford and presents in this workshop as a 
minister who has transformed the congregation into a truly intercultural community. Barry’s passion for 
interculturalism encourages others to develop deeper understandings that will strengthen their ministries in 
an intercultural world. 
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The Very Reverend Dr. Bill Phipps 


